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Sun Valley Students Attend Teen Safe Driving Competition and Take 1
st
 Place  

ASTON, PA – Three outstanding Sun 

Valley student-drivers participated in the 2
nd

 

Annual Teen Safe Driving Competition on 

April 15 at Technical College High School in 

Phoenixville, Pa.  SV seniors Brian Bell, 

Ashley Gindle and Kyle Somers 

(accompanied by Mr. Bill Hartwell) 

competed against one another and as a team 

against other schools from across the region. 

The winners of the competition are awarded 

continuing education scholarship and other 

various prizes.  

The drivers’ skills were put to the test in three categories: the driving range, the perceptual driving slide 

test and the written test. In the driving range, students compete in five sub challenges, including 

serpentine, parallel, pull-in parking, stopping ability and slow speed judgment. The perceptual driving 

slides test aims to increase driver’s awareness of his or her surroundings by showing a photo of a 

situation, removing that photo and asking three questions about the photo’s depiction. Lastly, the students 

are required to take a 45-question test compiled from the Pennsylvania Driver’s Manuel. 

Ashley Gindle triumphed in the competition taking home the first place overall title and a cash prize. “I 

think I received my permit at a really good time; it was towards the end of January about two years ago. I 

had the chance to drive in the January/February weather conditions, the 

April rain and nice summer weather,” Gindle said about being prepared for 

the challenges. She continues by saying, “I’m going to save the $2,000 for 

college!”  

Winners are automatically eligible to compete at the state level in May, with 

the top prize being substantial scholarship money and the state title. “I think 

it will be a fun experience,” Gindle stated, “Everyone that will be there is a 

winner, so I think it will be a good competition.” 

Brian and Kyle won a $50 gift card and a gift card to Pep Boys respectively 

for placing in one category of the competition.  



### 

 

Last year, the five-county region (Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery and Philadelphia Counties) 

kicked off its first annual Teen Safe Driving Competition, which strives to help participants sharpen their 

driving skills, test their perception on Pennsylvania roadways, test their knowledge in the classroom and 

teach the dangers of distracted driving.  

 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Christa Fazio  

610-497-6300, extension 1330  

215-603-3825 – mobile 

cfazio@pdsd.org 
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